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WHARFEDAL.E  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1950. 


SECTION  S  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births 

The  birth  rate  of  13-5  is  slightly  lower  than  the  rate  for  1949.  This  figure 
is  again  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding 
which  is  16-3,  and  for  the  aggregate  of  rural  districts  throughout  the  country 
which  is  17-4.  The  birth  rate  is  understandably  lower  than  in  a  purely  rural 
area  because  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  of  the  district  live  in  Bram- 
hope  and  Pool,  which  are  largely  dormitories  for  Leeds. 


Deaths 

The  total  number  of  deaths  was  51  compared  to  66  in  1949  and  the  crude 
death  rate  at  8-4  is  substantially  lower  than  the  rate  of  11*3  for  the  previous 
year  and  it  is  lower  than  that  of  the  aggregate  of  rural  districts,  of  the 
Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding  and  of  England  and  Wales.  It  is, 
in  fact,  one  of  the  lowest  death  rates  in  the  County.  The  rate  when  adjusted 
in  accordance  with  the  age  composition  of  the  population  remains  8-4  and 
there  is  only  one  district  in  the  West  Riding  with  a  lower  adjusted  death  rate. 

The  Table  showing  causes  of  death  follows  the  new  nomenclature  laid 
down  in  the  International  Statistical  Classification  of  diseases,  injuries  and 
causes  of  death  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  first  time  in  his 
figures  for  1950.  The  figures  are  not  therefore  strictly  comparable  with 
previous  years.  The  first  five  items  are  various  forms  of  cancer,  and  the 
figures  show  little  change.  The  item  “  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System.”  includes  deaths  which  were  previously  shown  as  “  Intracranial 
Vascular  Lesions  ”  (Apoplexy).  Heart  diseases  have  been  divided  into 
coronary  disease,  hypertension  with  heart  disease,  and  other  heart  diseases. 
These  conditions  are  the  most  common  cause  of  death  although  the  figures 
for  1950  show  little  change  compared  to  1949. 

Stillbirths 

There  were  2  stillbirths  recorded  during  the  year  compared  to  one  in  1949. 
This  gives  a  stillbirth  rate  of  24  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths. 


Infant  Mortality 

There  was  one  death  under  one  year  compared  to  2  in  1949.  The  baby 
died  as  the  result  of  cerebral  haemorrhage  at  the  age  of  9  days.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  of  12  per  1,000  live  births  is  low  and  compares  favourably  with 
the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  30  ;  for  the  Administrative  County  35, 
and  the  aggregate  of  rural  districts  39.  It  must,  however,  be  pointed  out 
that  when  dealing  with  small  numbers  fluctuations  either  favourable  or 
unfavourable  are  liable  to  occur. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  ... 

39,378 

Registrar  General's 

Estimated  Population 

5,860 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

1,783 

Rateable  Value 

...  ...  •••  «•*  .  .  .  ••• 

£85, 1 55 

Sum  represented  by 

a  penny  rate  ... 

£336 

II. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  39 

41 

80 

Illegitimate 

.  1 

1 

2 

Total 

.  40 

42 

82  ■ 

Rate  per  LOGO 

of  estimated  population — 13-5. 

Stillbirths : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

o 

— 

o 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  ...  ...  — 

— 

.  . 

Total 

2 

— 

2 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  live  and  stillbirths — 24. 

Deaths  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

33 

IS 

51 

Crude  corrected 

death  rate  all  causes  per  1,000  Est 

imated 

Population 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

8-4 

Adjusted  death 

rate  all  causes  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

8-4 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonarv  Tuberculosis 

... 

0-33 

?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ? 

Tuberculosis,  all  forms 

0-33 

??  ?  ?  nr> 

Respiratory  diseases  other  Ilian 

T.B., 

but  including  Influenza 
Death  Rate  from  Cancer 

,,  ,,  ,,  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 


Infant  Mortality  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1, 


Male 


Female 

1 


0-82 

1-32 

3-79 

T  otal 

1 


live  births —  1 2 . 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5> 

— 

2 

,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

3 

2 

5 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

4 

3 

7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

3 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

9 

3 

12 

Other  circulator v  disease 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

JL 

Bronchitis 

2 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

1 

3 

4 

Accidents  other  than  involving  motor  vehicles 

2 

— 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes  ... 

33 

IS 

51 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE 


Wharfedale 

R  D. 

Aggregate 

of  W.R. 

Rural 

Districts 

W.R. 

Admin. 

County 

England 

and 

W  ales 

BIRTH  RATE 

Per  1,000  Estimated  Population... 

13-5 

17-4 

16-3 

15*8 

DEATH  RATES 

All  per  1,000  Estimated  Population 

8-4 

10-0 

11-8 

11-6 

Infective  and  Paralytic  Diseases, 
excluding  Tuberculosis,  but  in¬ 
cluding  syphilis  and  other 
veneral  diseases 

Oil 

010 

. 

* 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System 

0-33 

0-25 

0-26 

0-32 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

0-04 

0-04 

0-04 

Respiratory  Diseases  (including 
Influenza  ;  excluding  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  respiratory 
system) 

0-82 

0-94 

1-18 

* 

Cancer 

1-32 

1*51 

1-83 

1-99 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases... 

3-79 

3-62 

4-39 

* 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  ... 

— 

1-06 

0-98 

0*86 

*  Figures  not  available. 


SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

After  2|-  years  experience  of  the  working  of  the  National  Health  Service 
one  can  look  back  and  weigh  up  its  achievements  ancl  shortcomings.  It  is 
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undeniable  that  many  people  can  now  obtain  medical  treatment  who  were 
previously  unable  to  do  so  owing  to  expense.  The  prevention  of  disease, 
however,  has  not  received  the  emphasis  it  should  have  done.  Close  liaison  and 
co-operation  between  the  3  parts  of  the  service  have  not  been  achieved  and,  as 
a  result,  there  is  much  overlapping.  Close  co-opeartion  at  the  lower  levels  is 
the  prime  need  of  the  moment  in  order  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  facilities 
available. 

Staff 

T1  ie  Divisional  Medical  Officer  administers  the  local  health  services  and 
also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  3  districts  which  make  up  the 
Division,  namely  the  Ilkley  and  Otley  Urban  and  the  Wharfedale  Rural 
Districts.  Environmental  and  rural  hygiene  are  dealt  with  by  the  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  assisted  by  an  additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  ambulance  service  for  the  district  is  based  on  the  depot  at  Guiseley 
and  the  area  control  station  at  Birkenshaw  near  Bradford.  The  ambulance 
service  after  early  difficulties  has  now  settled  down  and  it  must  now  be 
acknowledged  to  be  a  service  displaying  a  high  standard  of  courtesy  and  effi¬ 
ciency.  One  minor  complaint  was  investigated  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Arrangements  remain  unchanged  ;  bacteriological  and  pathological 
specimens  being  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Leeds  and  Bradford 
and  materials  for  chemical  analysis  to  Messrs.  Richardson  and  Jaffa,  Public 
Analysts,  Bradford. 

Hospitals  and  Maternity  Homes 

The  Wharfedale  Rural  District,  covering  a  large  area,  may  send  cases  ; 
to  Leeds  from  the  Bramhope,  Pool,  Arthington  area  ;  to  Harrogate  from  the 
Blubberhouses,  Fewston,  Norwood  area  ;  to  Ilkley  from  Nesfield,  Langbar 
and  Denton,  and  to  Otley  from  the  parishes  near  that  town.  The  hospitals 
available  within  the  Division  are  the  Otley  General  Hospital  for  medical, 
surgical  and  maternity  cases,  the  Coronation  Hospital,  Ilkley,  for  medical 
and  surgical  cases.  St.  Winifred’s  Nursing  Home  was  re-opened  in  December, 
1950,  for  normal  maternity  cases.  Four  Gables  Maternity  Home,  Horsforth, 
is  also  available  for  normal  midwifery.  Infectious  cases  may  be  sent  to 
Seacroft  Hospital,  Leeds,  the  Fever  Hospital,  Leeds  Road,  Bradford,  and  the 
Harrogate,  Knaresborough  and  Wetherby  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Knaresborough.  As  far  as  possible,  cases  from  the  rural  district  are  sent  to 
Knaresborough. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing 

Arrangements  for  maternity  attendance  and  nursing  in  the  home  have 
remained  unchanged.  They  are  as  follows — the  parishes  of  Nesfield  with 
Langbar,  Middleton  and  Denton  depend  upon  the  nurse  and  midwife  based  on 
Ilkley  ;  Askwith,  Weston,  Fewston,  Blubberhouses,  Timbles  Great  and  Little, 
Clifton  with  Norwood,  and  Farnley  are  dealt  with  by  2  nurses  and  a  midwife 
from  Otley  ;  Pool,  Arthington,  Stainburn,  Leathley,  Lindley,  Cast  ley, 
Bramhope  and  Carlton  are  looked  after  by  the  district  nurse/midwife  at  Pool. 
Holiday  reliefs  are  provided  by  a  relief  district  nurse/midwife. 

Antenatal  Care 

Ante-natal  care  is  provided  by  visits  by  the  domiciliary  midwife  or  health 
visitor.  Ante-natal  clinics  at  Ilkley  and  Otley  are  provided  by  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  are  primarily  educational  to  prepare  the  mother  for  her 
confinement  and  for  the  task  of  feeding  and  bringing  up  her  baby.  The 
General  Hospital,  Otley,  has  2  ante-natal  clinics  a  week  for  women  who  are 
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booked  for  admission.  Women  may  also  obtain  ante -natal  supervision  from 
their  family  doctors.  Close  liaison  being  lacking,  considerable  overlapping 
occurs. 

Day  Nurseries 

Day  nurseries  are  maintained  at  Ilkley,  Burley  and  Otley.  They  are, 
however,  not  of  much  use  to  residents  in  the  rural  area. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

A  number  of  mothers  from  FTesfield  and  Denton  attend  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  at  Ilkley  ;  while  the  Otley  clinic  is  used  by  mothers  from  Clifton, 
Farnley  and  Pool.  The  Bramhope  clinic  has  maintained  a  fair  attendance. 


Total  Attendances  : 

Under  one  year 

Over  one  year 

1949  . 

253 

251 

1950  . 

244 

255 

The  fortnightly  clinic  at  Pool  has  been  fairly  well  supported  and 
immunisations  and  vaccinations  are  carried  out  th°re  by  a  medical  officer. 

Health  Visitors 

A  health  visitor  provided  with  motor  transport  is  available  for  the  Rural 
District  and  she  visits  infants  and  young  children  in  all  parishes  except 
Nesfield-with-Langbar,  and  Middleton,  which  are  visited  from  Ilkley.  She 
has  other  duties  in  Otley  and  on  the  average  devotes  3  full  days  per  week  to 
visiting  in  the  Rural  District. 

An  investigation  into  the  extent  to  which  breast  feeding  was  maintained 
was  made  for  the  year  1950.  In  the  Wharfedale  Rural  District  72  of  the  total 
of  82  births  were  investigated  and  it  was  found  that  in  1 1  cases  breast  feeding 
was  not  established  ;  in  21  cases  breast  feeding  was  established  but  given  up 
in  the  first  3  months  and  in  40  cases  breast  feeding  was  maintained  until  other 
foods  could  be  safely  substituted.  This  is  a  very  satisfactory  record  and 
compares  favourably  with  other  districts  in  the  Division. 

Domestic  Helps 

Home  Helps  have  been  provided  during  the  year  to  Bramhope,  Pool, 
Farnley,  Clifton,  Middleton  and  Langbar.  By  far  the  largest  number  of  cases 
requiring  home  help  have  been  residents  in  Bramhope.  After  the  setback 
which  the  Home  Help  Service  received  by  the  necessity  to  cut  down  in  the 
latter  part  of  1949  to  keep  within  the  establishment,  an  increase  of  establish¬ 
ment  was  sanctioned  in  March,  1950,  and  a  good  recovery  was  made.  The 
Home  Help  Service  undoubtedly  serves  a  very  useful  purpose. 

School  Medical  Service 

Routine  school  medical  examinations  are  regularly  carried  out  during 
term  time  and  the  health  visitor  pays  visits  to  the  country  schools  at  frequent 
intervals.  Arrangements  are  made  from  time  to  time  for  children  at  these 
schools  to  be  immunised  either  by  a  refresher  dose  if  already  immunised,  or 
by  the  full  dosage  if  not  previously  immunised. 

SECTION  III 

HEALTH  AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

With  a  birth-rate  which  has  been  maintained  and  a  lower  death  rate  and 
in  the  absence  of  any  major  epidemic,  the  health  of  the  Wharfedale  Rural 
District  may  be  regarded  as  having  been  satisfactory  during  1950.  By  con¬ 
trast  with  the  year  1949  which  was  exceptionally  dry,  the  year  1950  was  cold 
and  wet.  There  was  therefore  no  difficulty  over  water  supplies.  It  is 
disappointing  to  record  that  the  scheme  to  provide  a  piped  water  supply  to 
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the  Norwood,  Fewston,  Blubberhouses  area  has  made  no  progress.  Plans  are 
completed  ;  costs  have  been  estimated  and  re-estimated  ;  materials  have 
been  ordered  ;  all  that  is  lacking  is  Ministry  of  Health  permission  to  go  ahead 
with  the  job  which  is  admitted  by  all  concerned  to  be  a  matter  of  urgency. 
The  Clifton  water  supply  scheme  has  had  better  fortune  and  work  was  com¬ 
menced  in  April,  1950.  The  water  supply  to  the  Timble  area  was  considered 
by  the  Health  Committee.  A  scheme  for  relaying  the  pipes  and  extending 
the  supply  to  Snowden  Bank  received  consideration  but  remained  in  the 
planning  stage  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Samples  from  the  Pool  water  supply  have  been  unsatisfactory,  and 
investigation  to  trace  the  cause  revealed  that  the  main  sewer  draining  the 
houses  on  the  Avenue  des  Hirondelles  was  blocked  by  tree  roots.  The  sewer 
has  been  relaid,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  no  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
the  water  had  taken  place. 

SECTION  IV 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

During  1950  there  were  130  notifications  of  infectious  disease  compared 
to  153  in  1949.  There  was  no  major  ejndemic  although  whooping  cough  rose 
sharply  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nine  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported,  spread  fairly  evenly  over  the 
first  half  of  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  57  cases  of  whooping  cough  compared  to  28  in  1949  ;  38  of 
these  cases  occurred  in  November  and  December,  The  disease  affected 
principally  the  Askwith,  Snowden,  Fewston  area. 

Measles 

There  were  34  notifications  of  measles  due  chiefly  to  a  small  epidemic  in 
June  and  July  which  affected  the  Fewston  area.  This  small  epidemic  was 
chiefly  remarkable  for  the  high  proportion  of  children  of  school  age  and  over 
10  years  who  caught  the  infection. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

Seven  cases  were  reported.  Three  of  these  occurred  in  January,  1950, 
and  therefore  were  related  to  the  one  case  in  1949  which  was  notified  in  the 
month  of  December.  Four  cases  were  recorded  in  September  and  October, 
1950.  All  these  cases  were  residents  of  the  Bramhope  area  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  original  infection  in  both  small  outbreaks  was 
acquired  in  Leeds.  As  the  popular  name  for  these  diseases  is  “  Infantile 
Paralysis,”  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  not  one  of  these  cases  was  under 
the  age  of  5  years  ;  only  3  cases  were  under  10  years  of  age,  and  the  average 
age  of  the  cases,  excluding  the  one  adult,  was  94. 

Dysentery 

Five  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery  were  reported  in  December,  1950,  in  the 
village  of  Pool.  This  was  undoubtedly  part  of  an  epidemic  of  the  disease 
which  became  very  prevalent  throughout  the  north  of  England  at  that  time. 
The  symptoms  of  this  type  of  dysentery  are  often  very  mild  and  many  cases- 
are  liable  to  be  missed. 

Food  Poisoning 

Only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  compared  to  9  in  1949. 
A  small  outbreak  of  vomiting  and  diarrhea  of  a  mild  type  was  investigated. 
It  affected  only  a  small  group  of  houses  in  Bramhope.  Although  the  milk- 
supply  was  suspected,  the  cause  was  not  established. 


MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION  Of  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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TABLE  SHOWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


S 


1 

•  _C  1 

£ 

r— H 

1  1  1  1  1  rH  !  I  1  i  1  1  1 

r— 1 

C  £_.^ 

r— H  CL  -V' 

O  0  ■- 
Pr  c  C3 

l— » 

1 

1  I  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

0 

& 

CE 

Ph 

CO 

I  I  I  1  I  |  ■ — 1  ■ — 1  ■ — 1  |  1  1  I 

CO 

o  .■£ 

1 

c 

o  ? 

I 

1  1  1  1  1  <N  rH  |  !  j  |  |  |  1 

g 

co 

1 

1 

CO 

. 

|  1  |  |  |  1  1  1  I  1  rH  !  1 

i 

1 — \ 

•p-  <E 

PR 

®  c3 

&  0 

H  ^ 

M 

& 

I 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

•  2  p. 

pH 

1 

1  1  1  I  1  1  !  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

0  > 
gP  0 

WH 

kn 

rH 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

1 

<7 

pH 

CO 

IIII— *— iiiii!,— .| 

CO 

o  f? 

W  T 

<D 

5* ^ 

1—4 

CM 

1  1  1  1  1  —  1  1  1  -i  !  I  1 

Ol 

1  s 

pH 

1  1  rH  |  |  |  Cl  |  H  |  I  |  | 

3  ^ 

Cg  (T) 

0  IV 

U1  ^ 

kH 

1C 

|  |  |  |  |  (MHHH  |  |  1  | 

i-O 

1 

■  c* 

o  5  M 

Ph 

1 

1  |  i  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

1 

o  .2  £ 

t  o,H 
MPh 

• 

r— H 

I  I  !  I  I  I  I  I  |  |  rH  I  1 

r— j 

g 

'  Cu 

1C 

rH  1  1  |  |  CM  |  1  1  |HH  | 

1C 

iH  .  JL 

PH 

0  £ 

fl  O 
pn  a 

o 

|  H  |  rH  |  p-H  r— i  r-H  |  Oi  CO  1  1 

O' 

i 

r> ,  hh 

t" 

H  Cl  H  «  c  Cl  Cl  |  H  1  1  1  1 

r-~ 

5 

o  £  £ 

Ph 

cm 

Ol 

H“i  *  i-H  C 

k  o 

• 

O 

Cl  CO  CM  |  1C  to*  i — i  1  1  1  1  1  1 

o 

g 

CO' 

rH 

CO 

m 

0 

rZT. 

cS 

0 


pR 


1C 


o 


c 

O 


'C 

H 

;§> 

o 

03 

o 

£ 


I  ]  I  ^  H  ic  ^  H  I  I 


CO 


ic 


CO 


p“! 

0 


c3 

m 

Ph 

0 

Q 

s 


.  0 

£  g 
£  £ 
fC  o 

Ph  0 


0  g 
>  o 

°  S\ 

HNMiilCOlOO  >0  Q  LO  Tj  £ 
n  H  Cl  M  rfi  0  £  £ 

c  i  ci  «  rP  c  c  c  c  cue  c 

rn  m  ci  K  Tj(  0  < 


03 

£ 

EH 

C 

EH 


SECTION  V 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non-Pulmonarv 
M.  F.  v 

(a) 

Number  of  cases  on  Register 
at  1-1-50 

26 

16 

7 

12 

(b) 

Number  of  cases  notified  for 
first  time  in  1950 

2 

o 

i 

, 

i 

(c) 

Number  of  cases  restored  to 
Register 

(d) 

Number  of  cases  added  to 
Register  other  than  by 
notification 

5 

1 

1 

(e) 

Number  of  cases  removed 
from  Register 

2 

3 

1 

1 

(/) 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register 

31 

16 

8 

12 

NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURING  195G 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

N on  -Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

0  —  5  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_  • 

6  —  10  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11  —  20 . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

J 

21  —  40 . 

l 

1 

— 

— 

41  —  60 . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Over  60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

During  the  year  1950,  new  cases  of  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  numbered 
four  ;  two  male  and  two  female.  One  male  and  one  female  were  also  reported 
as  new  cases  of  non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  This  is  a  slight  increase  on  the 
figures  for  1949  when  3  pulmonary  and  one  non-pulmonary  cases  were  recorded. 
Five  male  and  one  female  pulmonary  and  one  male  non-pulmonary  case  were 
admitted  to  the  Register  on  transfer  from  other  areas.  All  these  were  ex¬ 
patients  taken  on  to  the  staff  of  the  Hospital,  Middleton.  A  total  of  7  cases 
were  removed  from  the  Register  ;  two  male  and  one  female  pulmonary  cases 
died,  one  female  pulmonary  and  one  female  non-pulmonary  cases  recovered 
and  one  female  pulmonary  and  one  female  non-pulmonary  cases  removed  to 
other  areas.  The  number  remaining  on  the  Register,  namely  47  pulmonary 
and  20  non-pulmonary  cases,  is  rather  high  for  a  Rural  District.  This  is 
accounted  for  ;  partly  by  the  fact  that  the  Hospital,  Middleton,  is  to  a 
considerable  extent  staffed  by  ex -patients  in  whom  the  disease  is  quiescent 
but  who  still  remain  under  observation  and  on  the  Register  ;  and  partly 
owing  to  our  having  not  yet  been  able  to  complete  a  satisfactory  revision  of 
the  Register. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  record  my  regret  that  Mr.  Ashworth,  Surveyor 
and  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  left  the  service  of  the  Council  on  retirement. 
I  have  been  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  assistance  which  his  intimate  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  District  has  enabled  him  to  give  me.  I  anticipate  an  equally 
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cordial  relationship  with  his  successor,  Mr.  Owen.  My  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  support  and 
consideration  and  to  the  Clerk,  Mr.  Newstead,  and  other  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  Council  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R,  A.  W.  PROCTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


WHARFEDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Rural  Council  Offices, 
Boroughgate, 

Otley. 

August,  1951. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  area  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950,  which  has  been  compiled 
from  Reports  and  statistics  prepared  and  left  by  Mr.  Ashworth,  who  carried 
out  the  duties  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  under  review. 

The  controls  on  building  operations  have  not  in  any  way  been  -relaxed, 
and  this  has  severely  restricted  the  erection  of  houses  by  private  enterprise, 
not  one  licence  having  been  granted  during  the  year. 

On  licences  issued  prior  to  1950,  eight  houses — one  at  Pool  and  seven  at 
Bramhope — were  completed  in  the  year  under  review  and  ten  Airey  Houses 
were  constructed  by  the  Council,  4  at  Arthington,  4  at  Norwood  and  2  at 
Stainburn. 

At  Bramhope,  preparation  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Site  in  Breary  Lane 
was  commenced,  and  it  is  hoped  building  will  proceed  during  1951. 

Several  improvements  and  alterations  have  been  carried  out,  but  the 
issue  of  licences  in  this  connection  has  been  considerably  curtailed,  although 
the  free  limit  of  £100  for  dwellings  and  £500  for  farm  buildings  and  certain 
other  industrial  buildings,  has  been  continued. 

The  year  commenced  with  3  unabated  nuisances  and  these,  together  with 
a  further  247,  have  been  remedied  during  the  year. 

At  the  close  of  1950,  there  were  not  any  nuisances  requiring  attention. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1943 

All  Factories  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  the  requirements 
of  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  6,  and  7,  with  reference  to  cleanliness,'  overcrowding, 
temperature,  ventilation,  drainage  of  floors  and  the  provision  of  adequate 
Sanitary  accommodation  have  been  satisfactory,  and  there  have  not  been 
any  complaints  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

Two  smoke  observations  of  the  one  mill  chimney  in  the  district  have  been 
taken,  both  of  which  were  satisfactory. 

Notification  of  the  employment  of  one  outworker  has  been  received,  and 
this  is  the  only  case  throughout  the  district.  The  person  is  resident  in  the 
Parish  of  Leathley,  and  is  employed  by  a  Knitwear  Firm  in  Knaresborough. 
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FACTORIES  ACT 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


M/c. 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number 

of 

M/c. 

Line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Line 
No. 
i  (2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

12 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . . . 

2 

1 G 

31 

99 

9  9 

2 

ii.i)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers 
premises) 

3 

1 

9 

99 

9  9 

3 

Total 

29 

55 

9  9 

99 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
c.^^p^  in 

M/c 

Referred 

which 

M/c 

Particulars 

(1) 

Line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

to  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

(5) 

By  H.M. 
'In 

spector 

(6) 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

Line 

No. 

(S3 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

9  9 

99 

99 

99 

•  4 

■  5 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

6 

9  9 

9  *» 

9  9 

9  9 

4  4 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

7 

9  9 

99 

99 

9  9 

44 

7 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

8 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

9  9 

44 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

9 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

99 

«  4 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

9  9 

,  * 

10 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

11 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

4  4 

1  1 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 

12 

9  9 

•  9 

9  9 

9  9 

12 

Total 

! 

60 

9  9 

9  9 

99 

9  9 

60 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  number  of  registered  slaughterhouses  is  the  same  as  last  year 
viz.  4,  and  they  are  situate  as  follows:  - 

Bramhope  ...  ...  1 

Pool  ...  ...  ...  1 

Langbar  ...  ...  1 

Norwood  ...  ...  1 


General  Slaughtering  is  still  carried  out  under  Government  supervision 
at  the  Otley  Abattoir,  and  only  private  slaughtering,  i.e.,  pigs,  etc.,  for  home 
consumption,  is  executed  on  the  premises  situate  in  this  area,  and  it  is  reason¬ 
able  to  assume  that  humane  killers  are  operated. 

All  the  buildings  have  been  inspected — the  number  of  visits  totalled 
92 — and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  report  unfavourably  in  any  instance. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  slaughtered  and 
inspected  during  the  year,  together  with  figures  as  to  the  amount  of  meat 
condemned. 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

Number  inspected  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

AH  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

— 

-r 

— 

- 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8-33% 

During  1950,  food  was  inspected  and  dealt  with  as  follows 


Type  of  Food. 

Quantity 

Action  taken 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

12 — 13  ozs.  tins 

Decomposed  and  destroyed 

Evaporated  Milk 

2 — 13  ozs.  tins 

ditto. 

Meat  Soup 

10 — 10  ozs.  tins 

ditto. 

Salmon  ... 

1—16  ozs.  tin 

ditto. 
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Under  Part  1,  Section  14  (2),  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  fifteen 
premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 

There  is  also  one  fried  fish  shop  in  the  district. 

All  the  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  conditions,  in  every 
m  dance,  have  been  clean  and  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWERAGE 

Arlington 

There  has  been  little  change  in  this  Township  and,  as  stated  in  the  last 
Report,  the  old  portion  of  the  Village  has  a  private  supply  of  water  and 
sewage  system.  In  addition  there  are  3  small  disposal  plants  serving  (1) 
Arthington  Hall  Convalescent  Home,  (2)  the  School  and  3  cottages  and  (3) 
W  arren  Farm  and  Cottages. 

The  plant  serving  the  Hall  is  not  adequate  for  present  requirements  and  the 
Warren  Farm  Works  are  also  in  need  of  attention. 

The  Creskeld  Lane  area  above  Coates  Wood  receives  water  from  the  mains 
of  the  Leeds  Corporation,  and  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Pool  Works. 

Askwyth 

In  1949,  the  Council  laid  sewers  and  constructed  a  small  disposal  plant 
for  the  treatment  of  sewage. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  after  heavy  rain,  it  was  found  that  sewage 
was  flowing  above  the  coping  stones  and,  in  order  to  release  the  excess  water 
during  stormy  periods,  an  overflow  was  fixed  to  the  detritus  tank,  and  the 
Works  have  since  functioned  satisfactorily. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Otley  Council  by  (1)  a  system  of 
pumping  to  the  properties  on  a  higher  level  than  the  main  and  (2)  gravitation 
to  the  Village  proper. 

On  several  occasions  the  supply  has  failed  due  to  air  locks  in  the  pump, 
obstruction  of  the  ball  tap  to  the  storage  tank,  and  in  two  instances  new 
electrical  condensers  had  to  be  fixed. 

In  March  the  pressure  tank  was  drained  and  examined,  and  protective 
coats  of  bituminous  paint  were  applied. 

It  is  now  15  years  since  the  Pumping  Plant  was  installed,  and  a  complete 
overhaul  by  the  makers  is  no  doubt  required. 


There  are  3  systems  of  sewerage  in  this  area,  viz.  (1)  the  Camp  Plantation 
Works,  into  which  sewage  from  property  in  the  Bramliope  Moor  area  dis¬ 
charges  (2)  the  outfall  sewer  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  at  Golden  Acre,  which 
takes  the  sewage  from  property  situate  to  the  East  of  Breary  Lane  and  (3) 
the  Pool  Works  into  which  the  sewers  serving  property  to  the  West  of  Breary 
Lane  discharge. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  small  private  plant  serving  Bramhope  Manor. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  solids  from  the  sedimentation  tank 
at  the  Camp  Plantation  Works  were  cleansed  and,  although  severely  taxed, 
the  plant  has  since  functioned  fairly  satisfactorily. 

On  an  inspection  of  the  Works  serving  Bramhope  Manor,  they  were 
found  to  be  choked  with  solids,  and,  at  the  expense  of  the  Owners,  the  Council’s' 
workmen  overhauled  and  thoroughly  cleansed  the  plant. 

The  9  inch  sewer  has  been  extended  from  the  North  side  of  the  Leeds- 
Otley  Road  adjoining  Creskeld  View,  to  the  Council’s  Housing  site  in  Breary 
Lane. 
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Blubberhouses,  Fewston,  Norwood 

There  is  not  any  main  system  of  sewerage  in  these  Townships  and  the  pro¬ 
perties,  which  in  the  main  are  scattered  farmsteads,  have  their  own  cesspools 
and  septic  tanks,  etc.,  for  the  treatment  of  sewage. 

In  1948  a  Ministry  of  Health  Inquiry  was  held  in  connection  with  the 
Council’s  application  for  permission  to  supply  this  area  with  water,  but  work 
has  not  yet  been  commenced,  and  application  for  a  starting  date  lias  to  be 
made  in  April,  1952. 

Existing  supplies  are  both  inadequate  and  impure  and  the  scheme,  in 
my  opinion,  is  very  urgent. 

Although  the  Summer  was  wet,  there  was  again  a  temporary  shortage  of 
water  to  several  farms  for  a  few  weeks  in  July. 

Carlton 

The  small  sewage  works  which  serve  this  Village  liave  functioned  fairly 
satisfactorily,  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaints  as  regards  the  effluent 
therefrom. 

An  adequate  supply  of  water  is  provided  by  the  Yeadon  Water  Company, 
and  during  the  year  their  3  inch  main  was  extended  for  a  distance  of  430 
yards. 

Castley 

There  is  not  a  system  of  sewerage  in  this  township,  and  treatment  is  by 
means  of  cesspools,  soakaways,  etc. 

A  pure  and  adequate  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the 
Leeds  Corporation. 

Farnley 

A  private  water  supply  and  sewerage  system  serve  the  Village,  and 
outlying  properties  rely  on  spring  water  and  the  treatment  of  sewage  in  cess¬ 
pools,  septic  tanks,  etc. 

During  the  year  the  Village  water  supply  was  augmented  by  the  har¬ 
nessing  of  additional  springs  in  land  adjoining  Haddockstones  Farm,  to  the 
North  West  of  the  Village,  and  this  should  remove  any  danger  of  inadequacy 
during  periods  of  drought. 

Leathley 

The  ma'ins  of  the  Leeds  Corporation  pass  through  the  Village  and  most 
of  the  properties  receive  water  from  this  source,  the  remainder  having  spring 

supplies. 

A  small  private  sewage  disposal  plant  serves  the  Village,  and  drains 
from  outlying  dwellings  are  treated  by  means  of  septic  tanks,  cesspools, 
etc. 

Lindley 

There  are  only  14  dwellings  in  this  Township,  all  of  which  receive  spring 
supplies  of  water  and  rain  into  septic  tanks  or  soakaways,  etc. 

Middleton 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  Village  by  means  of  a  4  inch  main  of  the  Ilkley 
Council,  served  from  the  Marsh  Ghyll  Reservoir.  From  this  source  the  Sana¬ 
torium  and  dwellings  attached  thereto  are  also  supplied,  but  by  means  of  a 
separate  main.  Spring  water  serves  the  outlying  properties. 

During  the  year  a  new  f  inch  service  pipe,  500  yards  in  length,  was  laid 
to  a  farm  where  the  existing  supply  was  found  to  be  inadequate  and  polluted. 

The  drains  from  the  Village  properties  discharge  into  the  sewer  of  the  Ilkley 
Council,  and  in  other  instances  adequate  provision  is  made  by  the  use  of  cess¬ 
pools  and  septic  tanks. 
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Nesfield-with-Langbar 

Water  to  Nesfield  Milage  is  supplied  by  means  of  a  1  inch  pipe  taken  from- 
the  Ilkley  main  near  the  entrance  to  Nesfield  Court,  and  the  treatment  of 
sewage  is  by  means  of  a  small  disposal  plant  and  4  septic  tanks,  and  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

Property  in  the  isolated  and  scattered  Township  of  Langbar  is  dependent 
on  springs  for  water,  and  sewage  treatment  is  by  means  of  a  small  disposal 
plant,  septic  tanks,  cesspools  and  soakaways. 

Owing  to  a  complaint  of  sewage  overflowing  into  a  nearby  watercourse, 
the  disposal  plant  was  cleaned  and  overhauled. 

In  two  instances  springs  have  been  harnessed  and  service  pipes  laid  in 
order  to  provide  adequate  and  wholesome  supplies  of  water  to  farm  premises. 

NewaSI-with-Glifton 

The  scheme  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  a  water  supply  from 
springs  in  Greystone  Plantation,  has  been  commenced  but  was  not  completed 
at  the  close  of  the  year. 


CORRIGENDUM. 

{ Substitute  for  first  paragraph ) 

Pool 

“  Apart  from  a  few  houses  in  Pool  Bank  and  the  area  around  the  paper 
mill  the  whole  of  the  Township  is  sewered,  and  sewage  is  treated  at  the 
Council’s  Disposal  Works  situate  just  within  the  Parish  of  Arthington.” 


There  are  three  sources  of  water  supply  in  this  Township,  viz.  (1)  the  mains 
of  the  Leeds  Corporation,  which  serve  the  major  portion  of  the  properties 

(2)  the  Council’s  own  supply  which  serves  about  130  houses  in  the  village  and 

(3)  Whitaker’s  private  supply  to  a  few  houses  in  the  Pool  Bank  area. 

The  Council’s  supply  has  been  polluted  in  varying  degrees  throughout 
the  year,  and  although  every  effort  has  been  made  to  ascertain  the  cause, 
the  pollution  still  persists  and  all  water  for  domestic  use  has  to  be  boiled. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  problem  remained  unsolved  and  was  subject  to 
further  consideration. 

Staiimburn 

Two  dwellings  receive  water  from  the  mains  of  the  Leeds  Corporation 
and  the  drains  are  connected  to  the  sewer  of  the  Wetherby  Council,  in  all 
other  instances  water  is  obtained  from  spring  supplies  and  treatment  of 
sewage,  apart  from  the  Airey  Houses,  which  are  connected  to  a  small  disposal 
plant,  is  by  means  of  cesspools,  soakaways,  etc. 

The  arrangements  have  been  quite  adequate  and  satisfactory. 

TimfeSe  Great 

The  Council  have  their  own  water  undertaking  which  serves  the  Village 
but,  as  stated  in  the  last  Report,  it  is  necessary  for  the  supply  to  be  augmented 
from  springs  on  Snowden  Moor  before  a  service  can  be  provided  to  outlying, 
properties. 
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In  July,  a  scheme  was  prepared  and  considered  by  the  Council,  bat  a 
definite  decision  lias  not  been  reached. 

The  pollution  of  this  supply,  which  was  still  receiving  attention  at  the 
end  of  1949,  has  been  removed,  and  samples  taken  in  1950  showed  the  water 
to  be  pure. 

There  is  not  a  sewage  disposal  plant  and  treatment  is  by  means  of  cess¬ 
pools  and  soakaways. 

Timble  Little 

There  is  a  spring  supply  of  water  to  the  3  houses  comprising  this  small 
Township,  and  sewage  is  treated  in  cesspools  and  soakaways. 

Weston 

Apart  from  4  cottages  which  receive  a  supply  of  water  from  the  main  of 
the  Otley  Council,  water  is  obtained  from  private  sources,  and  treatment  of 
sewage  is  by  means  of  small  privately  owned  disposal  plants,  cesspools  and 
soakaways. 

General — Water 

The  provision  of  a  pure  and  adequate  supply  is  a  very  vital  factor  govern¬ 
ing  the  health  of  the  residents  of  the  district,  and  is  a  matter  which  receives 
constant  attention  in  that  samples  are  periodically  taken  from  all  sources 
of  supply. 

During  the  year  under  review  33  samples  have  been  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination,  18  of  which  were  satisfactory  and  15  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

In  addition,  5  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory. 

General — Sewers 

I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  suggesting  that  future  con¬ 
sideration  be  given  to  the  construction  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plants 
to  serve  Arthington,  Castley,  Denton  and  Timble,  and  to  the  extension  of 
the  sewer  in  Moor  Road,  Askwith,  to  provide  for  the  connection  of  7  ad¬ 
ditional  properties. 

These  Townships  are  already  receiving  adequate  supplies  of  water,  and 
by  the  provision  of  sewers  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  for  the  construction 
of  water  closets — which  are  now  an  expected  amenity  in  rural  areas  and  the 
abolition  of  existing  privy  middens,  privies  and  pail  closets. 

During  the  year  1  privy  was  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system  and 
the  Council  agreed  to  contribute  half  the  cost  of  the  conversion  of  14  privies 
in  the  Village  of  Askwith. 

The  number  of  privies,  etc  still  existing  is  as  follows 

Privies  and  pails  serving  private  houses  capable  of  conversion  ...  37 

,,  ,,  ,,  farm  houses  ,,  ,,  ...  8 

„  ,,  ,,  private  houses  not  capable  of  conversion  ...  :218 

,,  ,,  farm  houses  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  267 
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WATER  MAIN  EXTENSIONS 

Carlton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  430  yards  3  in.  main. 

SEWER  EXTENSION 

Bramhope  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  307  yards  9  in.  pipes. 

SEWERS  RE  LAID 

Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100  yards  6  in.  pipes. 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  AND  POPULATION  SUPPLIED  FROM  PUBLIC 

WATER  MAINS 


Parish 

Supplied  direct  to  house. 

By  Standpipes. 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Arthington 

134 

445 

— 

_ _ 

Askwith 

55 

183 

— 

— 

Blubberliouses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bramhope 

577 

1,921 

— 

— 

Carlton  ... 

27 

90 

— 

— 

Castley  ... 

17 

57 

— 

— 

Denton  ... 

37 

124 

— 

— 

F  arnley 

40 

133 

— 

— 

Fewston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Leathley 

60 

200 

— 

— 

Bindley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Middleton 

24 

80 

— 

— 

Nesfield-with-Langbar 

39 

130 

— 

— 

Newall-with-Clifton 

49 

163 

8 

27 

Norwood 

48 

160 

— 

— 

Pool 

430 

1,433 

— 

— 

Stainburn 

8 

26 

— 

— 

Timble  Great  ... 

20 

67 

— 

— 

Timble  Little  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weston... 

4 

13 

— 

■- 

Total 

1,569 

5,225 

8 

27 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

The  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  situate  on  farms  is  no  longer  the 
duty  of  local  authorities,  the  work  being  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture  and  Fisheries  on  the  1st  October,  1949. 

It  would  appear  that  since  this  work  was  ceded  to  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  no  regular  inspections  of  cowsheds,  apart  from  p remises  used  for  the 
production  of  T.T.  milk,  are  carried  out  and  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  most 
unsatisfactory,  having  in  mind  that  milk  can  be  a  dangerous  commodity  if 
the  necessary  hygienic  precautions  are  not  observed. 

The  supervision  of  the  distribution  of  milk  is  still  the  responsibility  of 
the  local  authority. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949 

Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licences  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Dealers  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licences  ...  ...  ...  2 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATED)  ACT,  1928 

19  premises,  with  a  storage  capacity  of  36,800  gallons,  were  licensed  to 
keejD  petroleum  spirit. 

1  licence  for  the  storage  of  5  cwts  of  carbide  of  calcium  was  granted. 

The  premises  in  question  are  regularly  inspected. 

CAMPING  SITES  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Noime-Go-Byes,  Carlton 

This  is  a  licensed  camping  site  with  provision  for  a  maximum  of  40 
moveable  dwellings,  but  it  is  not  yet  occupied  to  full  capacity. 

The  site  is  visited  regularly  and  not,  on  any  occasion,  have  nuisances 
been  found  to  exist. 

Owing  to  unexpected  difficulty  in  the  management  of  this  Estate,  one 
outstanding  condition  of  the  licence,  viz.  the  provision  of  a  water  stand  pipe 
for  the  use  of  the  campers,  has  not  yet  been  complied  with. 

Yew  Tree  Farm,  Clifton 

This  also  is  a  licensed  camping  site  authorising  20  moveable  dwellings 
to  be  stationed  thereon.  The  site  appears  to  be  well  conducted  and  no 
nuisance  has  been  created. 

Provision  is  being  made  for  a  suitable  water  supply  to  be  installed. 

At  both  these  sites  the  Council  undertakes  the  removal  of  refuse. 

During  the  year  several  applications  were  received  for  permission  to 
station  single  caravans  in  various  parts  of  the  area,  but  permission  was 
refused,  and  quite  rightly,  on  the  grounds  that,  if  permitted,  it  would  tend  to 
invite  applications  of  a  similar  nature  and  thereby  initiate  a  process 
of  deterioration  which  would  be  a  serious  injury  to  the  amenities  of  the  area. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Tlie  investigation  and  control  of  notifiable  diseases  and  the  disinfection 
of  premises  where  necessary,  has  received  prompt  and  individual  attention, 
There  has  not  been  any  serious  epidemic,  but  during  the  months  of  July, 
November  and  December,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent. 


SCAVENGING  AND  SALVAGE 


This  work  has  been  carried  out  as  efficiently  as  possible,  having  in  mind 
the  limited  transport  and  labour  available,  but  in  several  instances  requests 
have  been  made  for  a  more  frequent  service. 

TipjDing  is  by  controlled  methods,  and  care  is  taken  to  ensure  that  the 
sites  are  kept  tidy  and,  by  periodical  baiting,  free  from  rat  infestation. 

I  set  out  below  figures  showing  the  distance  travelled  and  the  number  of 
conveniences  emptied  during  the  12  months  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1950. 
Conveniences  Emptied  Yearly  Total  Weekly  Average 

Dustbins  ...  ...  35,286  ...  ...  ...  679 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  1,293  ...  ...  ...  25 

Privies,  Pails,  etc.  ...  1,463  ...  ...  ...  28 


38,042 


739 


Distance  travelled  5,610  miles  108  miles. 

The  yearly  total  of  conveniences  emptied  for  1949  was  35,310,  weekly 
average  681,  with  a  mileage  travelled  of  5,097,  so  the  figures  for  1950  show  a 
good  increase. 

Although  the  market  was  low  throughout  the  year,  the  collection  of 
salvage  was  continued,  and  I  set  out  below  figures  showing  the  weights  col¬ 
lected  and  remuneration  received 

Total  Weight  1950  Value  Total  Weight  1949  Value 

Tons  cwts.  qrs.  £  s.  d.  Tons  cwts.  qrs.  £  s.  d. 

53  5  0|  ...  347  14  2  59  10  3  ...  366  16  11 
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NOTICES  SERVED 

Housing  Acts — 

Letters,  etc. 

Verbal  Notices 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Section  75  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Section  75  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Section  39  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Section  45  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Section  93  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Letters,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Verbal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


NUISANCES  ABATED 

W.C’s  provided  in  lieu  of  privy  middens 
Privies  abolished 

Elsan  closets  provided  in  lieu  of  privies  ... 

Privies  repaired 

Additional  w.c’s  provided  to  existing  property 
W.C’s.  provided  to  new  property 
W.C’s.  repaired,  renewed,  etc. 

Defective  sewers  repaired  or  relaid 
Obstructions  removed  from  sewers 
Defective  drains  repaired  or  relaid 
Obstructions  removed  from  drains 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  which  previously  discharged  into 

Septic  tanks 

Nuisances  caused  by  overflowing  cesspools 

Septic  tanks  repaired  or  cleansed 

Septic  tanks  constructed  to  treat  sewage  effluent 

Manhole  covers  repaired  or  renewed 

Sewage  works  repaired,  cleansed  or  extended 

Inspection  chambers  repaired 

Sewage  dykes  cleaned 

Land  tiles  laid  to  abate  flooding  ... 

Refuse  tip  nuisances 

Nuisances  caused  by  rat  infestations 

Nuisances  caused  by  overhanging  trees  ... 

Nuisances  caused  by  accumulations  of  rubbish  ... 

Nuisances  caused  by  surface  water  flooding 

Premises  provided  with  fresh  supply  of  wader  as  a  result  of  previous 
supply  being  inadequate  or  polluted 
Water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 
Water  mains  repaired 
Water  pumping  equipment  overhauled 
New  water  pumps  provided 

New  dustbins  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  receptacles  ... 

House  window  frames  rejaairecl  or  renewed 
Window  sash  cords  renewed 

House  and  bedroom  ceilings  rejhasterecl  or  repaired 
House  and  bedroom  floors  repaired  or  relaid 
External  house  walls  repointed  or  repaired 
Internal  house  walls  replastered  or  repaired 
House  roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
House  doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

Old  property  provided  with  baths  and  hot  water  systems  etc. 


1 

2 

1 

4 
14 
28 

5 
1 

10 

4 

6 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

7 

1 

1 

3 

4 
7 

1 

2 
1 

3 

12 

1 

7 

2 

20 

4 
4 
7 
9 

10 

9 

10 

4 

7 
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Defective  sinks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  2 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  4 

Obstructions  removed  from  sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  •  •  •  1 

W ashbasins  repaired  or  refixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  1 

Defective  gullies  and  dishbricks  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  fire -ranges  repaired  or  re  fixed  ...  ...  ...  •••  17 

Defective  cooking  ranges  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  12 

Defective  washing  coppers  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

F allpipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Eaves  spouting  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  5 

Defective  stair  treads  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

House  paths  and  drives  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Gullies  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  OF  ENQUIRY 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Public  Health  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  412 

Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  442 

Drains...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  141 

Sewageworks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Food  and  Drugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 


In  spite  of  the  difficulties  encountered  during  the  year,  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  overcome  all  obstacles  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council  and 
everyone  concerned. 

It  was  much  regretted  by  all  when  Mr.  Ashworth  was  compelled,  owing 
to  ill  health,  to  retire  from  the  position  of  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  I 
would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  guidance  and  unstinted  help 
which  he  always  afforded  me. 

I  also  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr. 
Procter),  our  Clerk  (Mr.  Newstead),  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  help 
and  unfailing  kindness  throughout  the  year. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  kindly 
support  and  tolerance  extended  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  Owen,  cert,  s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a. 
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